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Opening Night

The drama club at Hampstead High (work) on their play for nearly three
months. They (choose) a modern version of Romeo and Juliet, and many
students (audition) for the lead roles. Emma (get) the part of Juliet,
and she (rehearse) every day since then.

By the time opening night arrived, the cast and crew (spend) countless hours
practicing. They (build) the set themselves and even (paint) the
backdrop during the weekends. Several parents (already/help) with costumes
and lighting.

While (rehearse) the final scene last Thursday, a prop sword

(break). The teacher director (fix) it quickly, but everyone (realize) how

stressful the performance could be.
During the actual performance, everything (go) smoothly at first. The audience

(watch) closely, and no one (make) a sound. While Emma

(say) one of her most emotional lines, someone in the back row suddenly

(sneeze) loudly. A few people (laugh), but she

(continue) without breaking character.
Later, while the stage crew (change) the scene, a curtain (get) stuck. The

actors (wait) nervously behind it, unsure whether to go on. Finally, a student stagehand
_____ (pull) it down by hand, and the scene (begin).

Since the performance, many students and teachers (come) up to the cast and
(congratulate) them. The school principal (even/write)

a special message in the newsletter, saying it was one of the best shows the school
(ever/put) on.

Emma and the others (feel) proud of what they (achieve).
“We (learn) so much from this experience,” she said. “Even when things (go)
wrong, we ___ (stick) together and (make) it work.”

No one (forget) that night, and the drama club (already/start)

planning their next production.
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